Book reviews
The Care of Radiation Casualties by John Blakely MD DPH DIH pp viii + 139 illustrated 30s London: William Heinemann 1968 When first reading this book, designed to give the medically qualified non-radiation specialist an insight into the handling of patients exposed accidently to radiation, one is irritated by the lack of precise dose response information; by sweeping statements of all-or-none effects, prefaced by a remark about radiation effects being an inaccurate science, liable to personal interpretation.
But when something practical happens, the chapters change into concise, practical, helpful and realistic pages of information. Each advocated action is recognized as a commonsense approach and not necessarily the only or the best one. For a medical or lay medical assistant likely to be involved in treatment of radiation accidents, particularly radioactive contamination casualties, this monograph could be helpful and reassuring.
For the radiation biologist or radiation therapist who may never have to deal with a comparable accidental emergency in his life, it is not informative. But as a practical guide to bring up to date E Browning's 'Harmful Effects of Ionizing Radiations', it is well worth the effort of the author to write it, and of the non-specialists to read.
PATRICIA J LINDOP

Modem Trends in Pharmacology and Therapeutics-1 edited by W F M Fulton BSC MD MRCP ppx+372 £45s
London: Butterworths 1967 This book was designed by its editor to inform and stimulate clinicians, teachers and postgraduate students of internal medicine. He has, therefore, omitted those areas of therapeutics where little recent advance has been made and has concentrated attention on subjects which demonstrate the value of communication between the disciplines of pharmacology and therapeutics. The authors chosen to write the various chapters have provided a scientific rational basis for what has been, so often, mere empiricism.
The 13 chapters have been written by authorities from Great Britain and the United States. Of particular interest is the opening chapter dealing with some of the factors which modify drug action in the body. It is in this field, perhaps more than any other, that basic research is needed and many of the problems raised in later chapters are related to factors discussed here. Chapters on the physiology and pharmacology of diuretics, hyperbaric oxygen therapy and the chemotherapy of malignant disease also deserve special mention. The discussion by Mason and Braunwald on cardiac drugs is both stimulating and provocative, although not all their conclusions will find agreement in this country.
Unfortunately the price of 85s is high for a book which, although attractively produced, is already out of date in some respects and does not cover all the groups of drugs with which clinical practitioners, teachers and students have to be conversant.
PAUL London: Academic Press This publication represents the proceedings of the first of a series of symposia on radiation therapy and cancer. It concerns hyperbaric oxygen in association with radiotherapy and consists of 21 papers with illustrations and tables. As is usual with proceedings, the papers probably sounded better than they readthe serious tend to be dull and humorous shafts tend to be facetious. Dr J M Vaeth's editing is comprehensive but discussion at the end of sessions is not reported; a pity, because, as in Parliament, 'question time' clarifies impressions and allows one to get to the heart of the matter. The papers are well arranged and include chapters on the historical aspects, basic physiology, basic research, the mechanics and dosimetry. Practical experience and suggestions are given by well-known physicians in this line, such as Churchill-Davidson, Van den Brenk, Wildermuth and Rubin. Although all workers report improved results using oxygen under pressure, some are less
